Everest’'s Conqueror
Tracks Abominable

Hillary hunts the unknown ELE moal expeifoncod Hiinilayan
animal that leaves the world’s o ol fhe
most mysterious footprints chase this month under Sir Edmund

Hillary, the man who conquered Mount
By Gardner Soule Everest.

“I'm keen to find out if the creature
v told me a few weeks be-
fore he set out. “I'd like to examine it—
it may be a missing link.”

Hillary, who followed up his Everest
expedition of 1953 an overland trek
to the South Pole in 1957-8, is well aware
that the Snowman may prove his most
difficult triumph. Though men by now
have entered most Himalayan valle,
and though they frequently find big man
like footprints in the Himalayan s
they rarely glimpse a Yeti, as the natives
call the Snowman. When' they do, they




Snowman

o
The animal has thus

tured—and one of the
of zoolog)

“We'll be extremely fortunate to be in
the right place at the right time to find
one,” says Hillary. But he counts heavily
on something no other expedition has

g

i Wimm In the high Himalayss and
y, next spring, will attempt to
(hmh ncorhy Mouwnt Mokalu
To stay out four to ninc months, and
over the frigid Himalayan winter, re-
quires new and improved provisions and
equipment—better shelter, more-appetiz-
ing food (and more of i), and warmer
clothing.
cl

layers. Lo

are air spaces between all layers, Down:
padded pants and jackets and windproof
parkas will be outer clothing. On their
climbing boots, Hillary’s men will wear
overboots—a sort of huge, padded sock.
Siclieh, Th Mghst horiafon isond
il bt h experition e ho
ter over. 300 fect, they'l be at the
highest point here ey v v, passed
the winter. They'll live in a prefab, Quon-
set-like house 10 fect long by 20 feet
wide. Its aluminum-and-insulation pan-
el mere buil ourby-two fect in siue—
s0 the expedition could carry the
"ol oot 1 on an expomen sadile of

g

NTER AND QUARKY: Sir Edmund Hilry,
wearing high-altitude mitts, holds sk
Abominable Snowman. The drawing, e

one'in Bernard Heuvelmans’ book On the Track
of Unknoten Animals, was made from best ¢

uppearance. Snowman's mysterious
fontprints in Fimalayan snow are shown at

contmweo BT




The world’s best human mountaineers will be pitted

imal-man or imal

against another

snow and ice,” Hillary said, “and anchor
it to ‘dead men'—canvas kit bags filled
v.nh snow.”

n lower, another hut will be built

tude tents and draw-tight
tents will be

Besides walehing for the Snowman, the
wintering-over party will study the effects
of high Mumrk on the human body—a
major purpose s exped

e e Reighte where

men must eat ravenously to keep going,
Himalayan explorers for decades have
been plagued by diminishing appetites.
“When you climb to high altitudes,”
Something to titil-
A can of apricots
appealed to me at 28,000 fect.”

“The research laboratory of an Ameri-
an firm (Armour) has developed a new
Kind of food that the expedition will eat.
1t’s produced by “frecze-drying™—a proc-
ess that removes 98 percent of the moi
ture from frozen food without thawing
it. The food can then be kept, wrapped
in aluminum foil, at any temperature.
the moisture reduces  the
weight: mm pounds of fresh meat,
frecre-diica, s 0 30 pounds.
T thnd> of Hillary's 15 ton load il
be fi

Himalayan

Removing

Shipton, who
ncluding
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To prepare these foods for cating, you
dunk them in water. In a short time (a
steak fakes 20 minutes) they pick up the
water lost in Vrt'uu-~dr ing and are ready
to cook. The soaking restores the food
to app.mum:elv original color, shape,
ang

Tn Chicago T sat down with Hillary
and others of his party and sempled his
forthcoming freeze-dried C nas_din-
ner: shrimp (in a cocktail), S ishury
steak, French green beans, and glazed
applesices or dessert, “This s very tasty
food,” commented. 1 agreed
e treoveyiod foods he'll have along:
Jamb chops, chicken, ham, steaks, carrots,
and mixed meat and vegetables for stew.

esides allowing enough time for the
job. Hillary is giving his team every po
sible sdvaniage
® He's picked the best time. In fall
and winter, the Snowman is belicved to
e down from the greatest heights. It's
Possible that it does 80 in scareh of food:
mouse hares (a kind of rat) and plants
that grow below the tree line.

Almost all other Himalayan expedi-
tions have set out in the spring. But
Hillary thinks winter may actually help
him. “There may be lots of fine weather
“and hard

between blizzards,” he sy,

smow surfaces we can work o
' scleciod the rost: pbinising

bl«u.o In the Menlung Valley near Ever-

ceciane retD RADIO are Michacl Gill, lef, of
Zealan lin Perkins, right, o the Chi-
cago z00. Hillary is sitting hetween them,



S0 outex aocrs for
on rocks or ice.
iy

2 will not clatter
will he most silent
ahtening uway Saow

LIGHTWEIGHT FOOD s frecre-dried. Small ch
of beel (right, and in wrapper above) bec
plate-filling water s added.

est, aocording to the World Book En-
dia, sponsor of the expedition,
many Snowman footprints have been seen
over the years. Hillary will stretch his
men out oer the valley. "We'll have a
base camp.” he explains. “Then we'll set
up a atring of three lookout posts sach
17,000 to 19,000 feet up. Bach lool
post will hava one or two Bnmhm or
Americans plus more  native
guides Sherpas. b eyl keop in- elose
touch by radio.
“If men at a lookout post sight some-
thing—tracks or a Snowman
us at the base camp, and we
concentrate our efforts on their area.”
But the base camp can’t answer a_call
like a fire department rushing to a blaze.
“ICN take us 1
a lookout post,
while, the men there will have to carry
outtheir own search, photograph the
they detariorate and I

gun. This

= o
HIMALAYAN TENT, p\thed“..lun Chicago's Mer.
dnctor xpert)swnd €L

weapon uses compressed m.mn dioxide
to shoot a hypodermic as far as
100 yards, Hillary would ke to.render
the Snowman unconsciou least long
enough to find out what it is. If there’s
a chance to bring it down from the moun-
tains, the men will construct a cage o
wood and wi
@ His sccret weapon is silence. “We
think the animal has much keener hear-
ing than ow he says. “Human noises
frighten it away. We've found by experi-
ence that if you hit the steel of an ice
axe against a rock, you can hear it for
considerable distances. So we'll enter the
region, not by the Menlung Valley, but
instead by the next-door Rolwaling Val-
ley. Then we'll tiptoe through passes into
the Menlung.
® Above all, he is counting on the ex-
perience of his topflight tcam.  Their
names read like a Who's Who of Hima-
Javai mountaincering, and include; Dr.
Griffiths Pugh, an old Everest hand;
[Continued on poge 258]
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Tracking the i Snowman
CConsinued from page 601

new ORMICA counter top? Michael B. Gill, like Hillary a New

Zealand mountaineer, with the fastest
ascent of Mount Cook (New Zealand
to his credit; George Lowe of Hillary's
Everest and Antarctic teams; Peter Mul-
another Antarfuc H'Em’\n Barry
. he expedition’s
/(mlu(.ut will be Marliy Porkins ghacay
Chicago’s Lincoln Park zoo. Perkins
wxll attempt to phntugmph the Snowman
by having it trip wires that set off flash-

Black-and-white proof. The most cx-
perienced Himalayan mountaineer o
s easywhah 10 use () Fornica Satebord th

sonisnmable Sihesus s 00 when o s \
nd @) Fomica apinaod plstics 't smar ne Koy

e st G Formis Syi-Bond snd Shet ek ot

Iacal fumber Gealer Fmica Corp 3 subsdiry af Amecan
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Next Month in PS: The inside story
of political polls. Can they really
tell—in advance—icho will be elected
 M— President of the United States?

oict of — ETANARTTE |

them all, ic Shipton, also will be
along. Shipton. in 1951, fook close-up
photographs of footprints of the Sno
man that startled the world and con-
vinced zoologists there really was such
| an animal. They inspired three
| tions (iwo American, one British) to
hunt the phantom of the snows. None
| saw a Snowman. The pictures also con
vinced somcone else: Edmund Hillar
They made it quite clear,” he say
T REMNGGUS SAVINGS ON | ‘ “that some large creature, apparently

5
HUNDREDS OF SURPLUS AND | | walking on its two hind legs, had been
ne Mt | | crossing a glacier at 19,000 feet.”
photos, plus observations of
show that the Snowman is
itsell an expert mountaineer: It can
climb or descend a slope with the skill
of an Everester. It can leap crevasses.
It may be able to speed across the heighi
far faster Un\n a man.
illary’s expedition will pit some
nf the \\ond< best human Himalayan
mountaineers against another unmpm
muunhm«m man-animal, animal-m:
whatever it is-in a chase across the
Wmlds rooftop. HIU’!H starts his trek
with an unbiased mind.

“I believe there is sufficient evidence
fo warrant a_closer search for the maker
of these tracks,” he says. “We are seek-
ing only to find some tracks and then to
discover what is makdng them-—bear or
Yeti, monkey or man.
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